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The SITES-AICC Conference on Development and Climate Economics takes place May 27-29, 2026 at Villa
Mondragone, Frascati, Rome. This edition of our newsletter covers the themes at the heart of the conference: the
accelerating climate crisis, climate-driven migration, and the global energy transition. Together, these issues frame the

most urgent research agenda of our time.

m Climate News

POLICY

Climate Cooperation vs. Fossil Fuel Cost

GOVERNANCE

2026: A Triple-COP Year for Climate Action

Chaos

The UN climate chief has issued a stark warning: fossil fuels
are driving a cost crisis for households, businesses and
nations worldwide, with energy prices spiking as geopolitical
tensions disrupt supply chains. Clean energy — solar and
wind — is being positioned as the antidote, with no price
spikes and no embargoes. Meanwhile, the EU launched its
AccelerateEU plan on April 22, 2026, committing to reduce
dependence on volatile fossil fuel markets, with €24 billion in
additional spending since March due to the Middle East
conflict. The plan prioritises affordable, homegrown clean
energy for all EU consumers and businesses.

Sources: UNFCCC - European Commission, April 2026

2026 is a landmark year in global environmental governance
— the United Nations is hosting three major conferences on
climate, biodiversity, and land. COP31 will be held in Antalya,
Turkey, while key milestones include the First International
Conference on the Just Transition Away from Fossil Fuels,
the release of India's carbon market compliance trading, and
Japan's GX-ETS carbon market launch. The 2025 BTR1
Synthesis Report has already presented national efforts to
implement the Paris Agreement, covering mitigation,
adaptation, and support — forming a key baseline for the
negotiations ahead.

Sources: Global Landscapes Forum - UNFCCC, 2026

m Climate Migration

MIGRATION

"The Era of Climate Migration Is Already

RESEARCH

Rethinking the "Move or Stay" Binary:

Here"

Natural disasters now displace people more than twice as
often as war and conflict worldwide. Journalist Julian Hattem's
new book Shelter from the Storm: How Climate Change Is
Creating a New Era of Migration (2026) documents frontline
stories from the South Pacific to the Indian subcontinent.
Climate change is already reshaping where people can live —
the question is no longer whether mass displacement will
happen, but how societies will manage it. The ideal policy
response, researchers argue, is to help people stay in their
homes when they choose to, and to support voluntary, safe,
and dignified migration when they do not.

Tethered Resilience

A new framework from Yale's School of the Environment
challenges the assumption that climate-affected communities
face only two choices: move or stay. Researchers introduce
"tethered resilience" — a third path where families relocate
temporarily or seasonally while staying deeply connected to
their ancestral homelands. In Fiji, for example, coastal
communities voluntarily remain in climate-vulnerable areas
while planning for generational inland retreat. Key factors
shaping decisions include cultural identity, government
infrastructure support, land rights, access to credit, and
structural  inequalities  affecting marginalised  groups.
Policymakers are urged to invest in social infrastructure that
protects the right to stay and adapt.



https://unfccc.int/
https://unfccc.int/
https://thinklandscape.globallandscapesforum.org/101100/climate-events-2026/
https://therealnews.com/climate-migration-is-already-here
https://therealnews.com/climate-migration-is-already-here
https://environment.yale.edu/news/article/rethinking-climate-migration
https://environment.yale.edu/news/article/rethinking-climate-migration

Source: The Real News Network, April 22, 2026

Source: Yale School of the Environment, Nature Climate Change

m Energy Transition

RENEWABLES

Renewables Rising: Four Countries
Reshaping Energy Security

A new UN report highlights how strategic renewable
deployment is providing resilience against the current energy
crisis. From Norway and Paraguay — where nearly 100% of
electricity is renewable — to Ethiopia and Nepal, a common
pattern is emerging: countries that invest in clean energy gain
energy independence, reduce import costs, and unlock
economic development. In 2025 alone, 692 GW of renewable
capacity was added globally, with renewables now nearly
matching fossil fuels in total installed power capacity. UN
Secretary-General Guterres stressed: 'There are no price
spikes for sunlight, no embargoes on wind.'

Source: UN News, April 2026 - IRENA Policy Advisory

TRENDS

10 Enerqy Transition Trends to Watch in
2026

Rocky Mountain Institute (RMI) identifies the key dynamics of
2026: global battery storage installations are set to exceed
100 GW for the first time; EV sales now represent over a
quarter of all global car sales; and China's 15th Five-Year
Plan will be closely watched as the country transitions its
cleantech exports to new markets. The EU's Carbon Border
Adjustment Mechanism moves from reporting to enforcement,
while India's carbon market prepares for compliance trading.
BloombergNEF forecasts 4.5 terawatts of new wind and solar
installations globally over the next five years — a 67%
increase over the preceding period, even amid geopolitical
headwinds.

Source: RMI Energy Transition Trends 2026 - BloombergNEF

Conference Spotlight: SITES-AICC 2026

Join us at Villa Mondragone, Frascati, Rome — May 27-29, 2026 for the Conference on Development and Climate
Economics. Bringing together leading scholars, policymakers, and international institutions to advance frontier
knowledge on climate economics, environmental governance, development economics, social inclusion, gender gaps,
migration, and the green energy transition.

- Visit the conference page: sites-aicc.sciencesconf.org

Conference Themes

Environment

Climate mitigation, sustainable
resource management, and building
resilient ecosystems to address
environmental challenges.

Learn more —

Ethics
The ethical implications of climate
action — responsibility, behavioral

change, and the role of policies and
technologies in shaping sustainable
societies.

Learn more —

Justice
Climate justice through examining
equity, governance, and the fair

distribution of environmental impacts
and solutions across societies.

Learn more —

Our mailing address:
sites-aicc@sciencesconf.org

Conference Website

AICC Website
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